
Minutes 

Historic Courthouse, Board Chambers, 3 rd Floor 

225 North Broad St 

August25,2026 

The Thomas County Board of Commissioners met on the above date in a regular scheduled meeting at 

6:00 p.m. at the Historic Courthouse, Commission Chambers, with the following board members 

present: 

Mark NeSmith, District 4, Chairman - absent 

Rev. Jeremy G. Rich, District 1 

Kenneth E. Hickey, District 3 

Phillip V. Brown, District 7 

Donnie Baggett, Vice-Chair, District 5 

Moses Gross, District 2 

Zippy Vanier, District 8 

Staff Present: County Manager Mike Stephenson, County Attorney Bruce Warren, Purchasing Agent/Deputy Clerk 

Nisha Thurman, Public Works Director Jay Knight, Emergency Services Director Derrick Ogletree, E911 Director 

Whitney Hopkins, Finance Director Laura Nichols, Accounts Payable Lorie Mitchell, Benefits Jessie Winkleman, 

Lieutenant Derrick Knight 

News/Media Present: Jill Holloway, Thomasville Times Enterprise 

Vice-Chair Baggett called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and Commissioner Rich offered the invocation. 

Vice-Chair Baggett called for a motion to approve the minutes of the August 6, 2026, Special Called Board of 

Commissioners meeting as presented. The motion was made by Commissioner Brown and seconded by 

Commissioner Vanier. The motion passed unanimously. 

Vice-Chair Baggett called for a motion to approve the minutes of the August 11, 2026, regular Board of 

Commissioners meeting as presented. The motion was made by Commissioner Hickey and seconded by 

Commissioner Vanier. The motion passed unanimously. 

Vice-Chair Baggett called for a motion to approve the August 25, 2026, Agenda as presented. The motion was made 

by Commissioner Hickey and seconded by Commissioner Rich. The motion passed unanimously. 

Special Recognition 

Vice-Chair Baggett recognized Director of Emergency Services, Derrick Ogletree, who in turn introduced street-to­

station class instructor, Derrick Knight. Mr. Knight introduced the street-to-street class 2025. The class was hired in 

September 2025. January 2026 was the start of EMT school. Five students are Firefighters/EMT's and are getting 

checked off to ride trucks. Present from the 2025 Street-to-Station class were: Clayton Taylor, Montana Manley, 

Satchel Goodrich, Brett Gillard. Present from the 2026 Street-to-Station class were: Christian Owens, Nathaniel 

Walker, Jalandon Revels, Zachary Bryant, Quinshard Barnes, Lorey Buckner, Jasmine Brooks. Commissioner Brown 

thanked everyone for their time. 

New Business: 

Review of the 2026 tentative millage rate. Chairman Nesmith recognized County Manager Michael Stephenson, who 

recommended amending the 2026 tentative millage rates adopted at the August 11, 2026, Board of Commissioners 

meeting and accepting the corrected rates as presented. 
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Commissioner Hickey made a motion to amend the previously adopted tentative millage rates and adopt the 

corrected rates as presented. Commissioner Brown seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

District 

Incorporated 

Unincorporated 

Emergency Services 

Fire District 1 

Fire District 2 

Fire District 3 

Recommended 2026 Millage Rates 

2.024 

0.316 

1.192 

2.041 

1.992 

1.755 

County Manager Appointment: Commissioner Brown made a motion to appoint Shawn Boatright as Thomas 

County's County Manager and to approve his contract. 

passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Rich seconded the motion. The motion 

Commissioner Vanier made a motion to approve the Resolution Authorizing SWGRC to apply for FY2028 Transit 5311 

Funds on behalf of Thomas County. Commissioner Hickey seconded the motion. The motion was approved 

unanimously. 

RF.SC11 I ITlnP.J AllTHORl71Nt. THE FU .ING OF AN APPLICATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRAN3POR.TATION, UHITf!D STAT!!..5 01"' AMe:R.ICA, AND GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION, !=OR A GRANT UNDER TITLE .-,g U.S.C., SECTION 5311. 

WHEREAS, tho Fodorol Trarclt Admlni11otr;:Hio11 ;;;.nd tho Goofi'.;j,.'.ll Dop::111monl of Tr::i,cportotion r:iro ou1hcri::nd to 
m."lke grants to non-urb.1nizud (rural) areos f:,r mass trcnsp,:irtauon orc•1ec1�: ;;md 

WHEREAS, tho -:::onlroct for finonciol oo::i::.:onc::= will impo!;c ccrtoh obligoliono �,pen Appllconl, lncl�1din!J tho 
prevision of lhe 1oco1 sha·c of DIO!ECt c:>scs: and 

WHEREAS. it lo required b',' tho UnllcC S\olo:l Do;:>0rtrnont cf Ttcn:,portolion und 1hr: Cc•:>rsio Dcpp'1mcn1 or 
1 r�nsp:.ftallon n accordance with :he prov:sior.s 01 Tttlo VI or the Civ:l Rh;ihts Act or t 064, that in co11ncc\JOn wl\h 
lho filing of on upplic(J\ior, icr o:,:,i3\nrcc under the r'::dcrl".'I Tren:t/t Act, lhe ��plic1>nl give::, on tusurrncc Iha\ il 
will ccmply w11h Tit lo VI of the Ci\111 Rights Ac! or 1954 and 1·10 Uniled Sta:es Departml!nt ofTrnnr.por1nti:1n 
rcquirc,icnts '..hc:rcundcr; eind 

WHEREAS. it i!o thl't gr.,,11 of Iha Ann ir:Ant lhA1 ni�;ufv,:;intAQP.tl Rll!',inf"l.,!11 Fn:Plf;"'lri�,. :nRFj h,,., 1,1H!i7�,:t to lh .. r,11�-.t 
.::dt:11l! posz,;,i\.Jlo:: in c.011r'1ui:liui1 witl1 1t1i� µ11.'jui.l, umJ ll1c1t lli.:fir1lli'1u µ1ui.:uLJur�s :;11;,ill Uc ust�!Jllst1ad ;,nc 
;i;rimlri/11.tfHP.r. lri An.,11rA lhAt rnhnrily h,.!t.<nl".K� sh�II h�,v� th,:,, m�:wim.im f9:.1slblq opponunit,r to compg,le for 
..:on tracts i!.nd puri:ha11,e crd�f& whan µr..:.c.ufi11'.l '•"-'f1!i.lfuct:C11 (;u11l11i;M.;t:,i, suul,)lite::., t::q1.1ij.J1111::r1t c:..i11t1 ;u.:l:1i, ur 
r.:on'!;!Jll-'nl �nd o:hor s:on;ic-r,s:. 

N:7V-J THEREl'=ORE. BF. IT �.ESOLVEO BY Thumus Cuu11ty BuarU ur Cur111riissi'Jrlt!I S 
rt:fonuLI 10 .. .s tht! ·AppllcanC, 

, . Tllul u,� Dte�i1.J11i,,h:�cJ Onit:lttl SW GA Rogion:al Commic&•,cn . ho·elnal'ler r!lfonoCJ 1:, as the ·•otrclat. Is 
;wlhorizf:!'d '.O ex,i,cuto li\,d flla :1n application en be/1.1lf or Th..._,..,.,.".-: ... ,,...,,,..,....,,'" r:,.,.,,�1.,,.....,_,. with tho 
G�ar5l.:1 OcJµ-irtmor,t of T·anspon.:i1lon, 10 aid tn lhe purcnase or bus 1rane11 vehicles and1or tho pln,nlng. 
dvvelopmenl, :ind con■INcticn of bus. trani;il-rc:lalod f.icilit oc pi.;rsunnt lo Soc.:ion 5311 of ih� FoduJ1I Tum tit 
Act. 

2. Th.:.it ma Offlcl.11 Is cwthorlzcd t:, oxocu1e ano 1'11e sucn appllca11on and a:ssurancos, or un·,- other e1oc.nnen1 
required by l"lo U.S. Oo:::1ar1monl or Tr;:1nc;i:.iort3tior. ;ind the Gccrgi;:i Oc�r1mcnl or Tr.::in::.port.::i:ion ::ffcctu.::i(ins 
\he purposo o� T1t1a VJ er the :::::1-.,11 Rl�n:s Act or 1964. 

:J. l"hat 1,e Of11c1a1 1s authorized I:> execute and !II.� ;:ill ot,er standard assurances. or any other docum�nt 
required by t""IO Ceorglo Depor:,.,,ont of Trt1,spo11c1ion or the- U.G Depnrtment of Tr.:,n�port;ition in connoctior 
with the appllcollon for public transoortation 3ssls!an:::e. 

4. '"'."hat t.,e Ol'f"tcial i� l'lulhorizcd 1·:J exe�uln gmn! c:nnlmc.l �r•u:Jnrrnls nn hnh;:ilf nf lh,::, AN1lir�nl v.ilh 1t,;,, 
Coorgln Dcpart,T,enl of Tr�r,.:,porto!lon. 

That 11-lo Official i:, o�llhori::r:ed t:> .:,ct fort!- and �Kcc.ute DBE policic:11 <!Jlld pr<J�e..:./un::iio in l.)01'" 1'l(;Clh:,11 will1 lhc 
prr,jAr.1'11. rvr,r:11rAm":'nt ,,,,.,,.rl$ �1' i;:\flPli,-...r,hlfl'. 

fl 71,nt lhA �rir>ilr:;::inl whilA r,;:ikin□ "'rrilir.,-t:r.n lo rJr r�r,.�ivinQ on111'lt1C frr.>m th'!' F'@,,;e,�tTrnns.lt Adm·nlstrrn:br, will 
c.;01•1µly will! fTA Ci11.:ulcu !HMO. 10. FTA C�1lificalk.111!S 1:1nd Assurtinces ror F�der.:,t ASSl5tanc" 2024 us \Jstod 
in /hi.-. r,r�nl .nr,r,licntii,n n,,d Gf!'neral Op<!-rating GuldeMne-s as lllustr::,,tod In the Goorgi::a St.ita Manas;om•nt 
Pll:m. 
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7. Thal ll1� •wlk.:111 lla:i: or wdl h..\·1c a,•ollable In lh<.> Genon11 F.1nc \he required non-reder�I runcu :omcc: bear 
11h;;rf' "Pf\ ,ir .. mRnl� ,..,, lnio: Q'M' .. artlk:itl,,:-1. 

APPROVEC AND ADOPTED I his -2.!i!!:._ day cf _A�t�:3'1-1�,�•�t _____ ,mr. 

Nane anc 'Ille or l'lllhofl)ej UITICllll 

2a2e In the p1eserc;i or 

{)!,)/,,, fth, ffl(TA J 
Notary Pu:>IC:N01a,· Seal 

Commissioner Vanier made a motion to ratify the purchase of diesel fuel for $4.60 per gallon from Petroleum 

Products on August 18, 2026. Commissioner Brown seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Commissioner Vanier announced the September 1, 2026, purchasing meeting has moved to 4:00 p.m. 

Commissioner Baggett made a motion to ratify the authorization to declare surplus and sale on GovDeals online 

auction. Commissioner Hickey seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Authorb.ulion l,(esolut.li'm 
Sul\! or Su1·plus J•roi:,crry 

'fhc J"lh•n•u-. ,..:,·,univ E,nrfp..,.pcv Sr,-..,ic:ir':l i,� hcreh)• nu1l:,,.-in:ol 10 sole 1h,"'! fvJlc.\\vu:M !i::.tl:d 
Thn,<nn:< r·1"1,i1y r,or,�rt)' on 1hr. Ci . . f.1 .-dJr-� wrb,itr.· 

Lot I· 

16 roll., of '. l,..�" hoctc 
11 rolls o( 1. ½"· tmst..: 
I nil! �-.f J" ho-,;c. 

Lt"II 2· 
31 1 ult� of:;·· l1tl!'I,; 

·rtie �Ilk �h,1ll co1w11;:-11.;.c l..lll u.Arn,u;,,t 202(, and cud ()11 09 SC!)lc!Hll)cr 7.02�. All s:,lie.s ;irie 
cbnclul1:, lo the,, :lir,:hc:il bid<kr. with no rc:,e,....,·c. 

Ally fee w:11 tlc i,aid In full hy rhc Buyer tn � l:1 connec11tJ11 whh Ille sa:lc of 
prup(:t1y. Tiu:i fee i.:i :;ct by {j� or,d Thoma:) Cnurny hU!.I nu rc:aron,ibiliiy for 1he fee 
l'nll� Al I htnd ... ,,;hall"" r:1y:1hlr In 1hr. 'llu'1n� ... l '.n1rnly Unor-11 .-,f(.:n1,,n,i1CC<iNirr, in" ITl�!H\(."r 
lu he prc-.�rlbctl hy 1hc Ttrnm11:i Coumy P'in:mcc Dlrc::;.1or. All r'l..md!! from $l1Ch .s.,lc.c; �h.J11 
bl• tlcpl>:lilcJ in th,;, upprnpriuhi ·n,unui:1 County t,;()Y{,lmmcn: funJ. 

If Libovc itc.:ms do 1101 s3Jc 0:1 Q�Ja. •.,·ct-silc wltllh: the .set time r'ramc, the nor�rd or 
C,uH,nic:,io,\l..YII' <locl:11.:i 1h.:, ihm:'1 :;ulvogu und 11u1hv1-i\:.�Prrrick C. Ot;lsf!:.S-2 tu Ji.:11:..."1:1omhlc. 
rlr.�rrny. '11<;rnrr1 :1nt1/nr r,·ryrlr rhr. !t.11.lvnel'"(I itr1n,11; Tht• t1i1,rw:,;.i1inn of<rilvn(!l'I i,rrn1, ,;11:tll 
bc .;;e:-tlt1c:U i11 �-.ri1i11.; IIS ,,rc:,M.:rib1:d by the Tlmr:,us Coull!)' Clerk. 

Authmi:,.cd lhi:o: 1hc _,)6-:!.:_" c!ay nf �f:/.1.LJ.J::._. 1.026. 

1J idzo ..... 2:1.J.JLJ.fllt!.J!l_ 
l\q,rw'_)'C�-iunry Cler!,;: 
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Aulhur-i��«ivu Resolution 

Sale of Surplus Property 

Tiic TJu,rntt;; Cu,1!.1!!'...lal�g�.r_:::ha:.v..i�ys is hl!n::by �,utho:-izi=.d to sale 1hc followlna listed Thomas 
Cou1:ty propcl"l}' 011 1.hc OovDci:.l!li website: 

I nl l • ')"\ M>1$k 

25 SCB/\'s 
50 Air cylindcr:s 

Lot 2: 25 M:ii.k. 
25 SC3/\'s 

50 Ai1 t;)·limk:1:s 

l..lll 3: 15 Mas-I:. 
:� \ S< '.KA'.-.: 

50 Air cylinders 

Lot 4: 21 Mask 
25 SCBA'J; 
50 Air cyllnders 

Lot 5: :!5 SCDA'o 
4".! Air cylinJcri.: 

·nu,:: �Hie :slrnl1 l:umn1t.:n1.:c un �.Q_,)..ugusl 2026 u.m.1 cm.I on 09 Sepc:mhcr 2():;:<,, Al I 5alcs arc :ibscJ·.11c. 
lo :he highc:.t bic.klcl', wit!·, 110 rc�Cr\'c. 

/\ny foe v.:111 ht� f'Hlul in 1h11 hy lht'. H11y1•.r In< invl )1"::llc; in connertion with the-. !il'.'lc ofpropl·rty. The. 
fee J5 sci by OovDcnls nnd ·111omns County lrns no responsibility for Lhe fee rnh:. All fimd� shall 
be p�yttblc to the Thc,mn:\ Counly Dourd of Com:-ni!'l�doncn1 i:1 � m,uu1c1 to l:,e prcscril)..:d by �l1c 
Thomas County Fimmcc Director. All fonds frcm £\1ch s.:1lce !;lull bo c.Jcpocitud ir'I the appropriau, 
Thnma!'- r.rnirry e.nvcrnmr.n: f11nrl. 

If above j1cms do 1101 :mlc on � wcblilc witl1i11 tlic :-.cl ti11111:: rnum::, tl,c: Uuun.1 u( 
Comrr.i!:sioncr:; dcclu.:-e the ilcm� :;ulvnse c.nd c1.:thorize [)errjck C QcJctrcc to cliso:.!3c1:iblc. 
dcsfrt:ly, disc:ud and/or rc-c.ycle the s:\lv:\ged items:. The dii.pc1s:tion of s�h::!ae items sh.:JJI be 
cel'l:licd in writing as pre�crihcd hy the Tlmma� r.n1.:nty C:ci-k. 

Au1.ho:i..:c:.J Lhis the .J,-6th duy of�• 2026 . 

. -�Sr,&;
0
1, ... ?

J

_ 

V1c..c...Chnin71�n 

-12ioh:,. j htNYl,;,./1 

With no further business, Commissioner Brown made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Rich seconded the 

motion. The motion was approved unanimously. 

Adjourned: 6:21 p.m. 

*The minutes were recorded by Nisha Thurman, Purchasing Agent/Deputy Clerk in the County Clerk's absence and

transcribed by Tracy Dukes, County Clerk*

ATTEST: 

11 hha &hu. ma l'k

v 
Vice-Chair Donnie Baggett 

Nisha Thurman, Purchasing Agent/Deputy Clerk 
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