Minutes
Historic Courthouse, Board Chambers, 3 Floor
225 North Broad St
August 25, 2026

The Thomas County Board of Commissioners met on the above date in a regular scheduled meeting at
6:00p.m. at the Historic Courthouse, Commission Chambers, with the following board members
present:

Mark NeSmith, District 4, Chairman - absent Donnie Baggett, Vice-Chair, District 5
Rev. Jeremy G. Rich, District 1 Moses Gross, District 2

Kenneth E. Hickey, District 3 Zippy Vonier, District 8

Phillip V. Brown, District 7

Staff Present: County Manager Mike Stephenson, County Attorney Bruce Warren, Purchasing Agent/Deputy Clerk
Nisha Thurman, Public Works Director Jay Knight, Emergency Services Director Derrick Ogletree, ES11 Director
Whitney Hopkins, Finance Director Laura Nichols, Accounts Payable Lorie Mitchell, Benefits Jessie Winkleman,
Lieutenant Derrick Knight

News/Media Present: Jill Holloway, Thomasville Times Enterprise
Vice-Chair Baggett called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and Commissioner Rich offered the invocation.

Vice-Chair Baggett called for a motion to approve the minutes of the August 6, 2026, Special Called Board of
Commissioners meeting as presented. The motion was made by Commissioner Brown and seconded by
Commissioner Vonier. The motion passed unanimously.

Vice-Chair Baggett called for a motion to approve the minutes of the August 11, 2026, regular Board of
Commissioners meeting as presented. The motion was made by Commissioner Hickey and seconded by
Commissioner Vonier. The motion passed unanimously.

Vice-Chair Baggett called for a motion to approve the August 25, 2026, Agenda as presented. The motion was made
by Commissioner Hickey and seconded by Commissioner Rich. The motion passed unanimously.

Special Recognition

Vice-Chair Baggett recognized Director of Emergency Services, Derrick Ogletree, who in turn introduced street-to-
station class instructor, Derrick Knight. Mr. Knight introduced the street-to-street class 2025. The class was hired in
September 2025. January 2026 was the start of EMT school. Five students are Firefighters/EMT’s and are getting
checked off to ride trucks. Present from the 2025 Street-to-Station class were: Clayton Taylor, Montana Manley,
Satchel Goodrich, Brett Gillard. Present from the 2026 Street-to-Station class were: Christian Owens, Nathaniel
Walker, Jalandon Revels, Zachary Bryant, Quinshard Barnes, Lorey Buckner, Jasmine Brooks. Commissioner Brown
thanked everyone for their time.

New Business:

Review of the 2026 tentative millage rate. Chairman NeSmith recognized County Manager Michael Stephenson, who
recommended amending the 2026 tentative millage rates adopted at the August 11, 2026, Board of Commissioners
meeting and accepting the corrected rates as presented.
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Commissioner Hickey made a motion to amend the previously adopted tentative millage rates and adopt the
corrected rates as presented. Commissioner Brown seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

District Recommended 2026 Millage Rates
Incorporated 2.024
Unincorporated 0.316
Emergency Services 1.192
Fire District 1 2.041
Fire District 2 1.992
Fire District 3 1.755

County Manager Appointment: Commissioner Brown made a motion to appoint Shawn Boatright as Thomas
County’s County Manager and to approve his contract. Commissioner Rich seconded the motion. The motion
passed unanimously.

Commissioner Vonier made a motion to approve the Resolution Authorizing SWGRC to apply for FY2028 Transit 5311
Funds on behalf of Thomas County. Commissioner Hickey seconded the motion. The motion was approved
unanimousty.

RESOIVTION AUTHDRIZING THE Fil ING OF ANAPPLICATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, AND GEORGIA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION, FOR A GRANT UNDER TITLE 42 U.S.C., SECTION 5311,

WHEREAS, tha Federal Trarsit Administration and tha Georg a Department of Traaeportation ars authcrized to
make grants to non-urbanzad (rural) areas for mass transportation drclects; and

WHEREAS, tho contract for financial osziztane= will imposc centain obligations upen Applicant, including the
prevision of the local sha“e of pralect casts; and

WHEREAS. it lo roquired by tho Unilce Slotos Dopartmont of Transportalion and lhe Ceargio Depatment of
Vrznspoalion n accordance with he provisiors ot Tille VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1984, thal in connection with
tho filing of on application ier asaislarce urder the "zderal Transit Act, lhe applicont gives an asaurnace that it
will ccmply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1854 and the Urited States Department of Transpartalian
requirementa thereunder, and

WHEREAS. it is the go:l of the Appicant that Disadvantaged Aiisinass Fararanse [NDRF) he wlilized 10 tha fuliest
extanl pussibilzin Conogulion willl his Prcject, and et dafinitive procedures shizll be established ano
admiristarer la ensiire That mianrily hysinass shall hava tha maximam leasile opponunity to compats lor
centracts and purchase crders whon precuring woash uctivn conloads, suoplies, euiprenl conte acts, ot
cansultant and other senices

NOW THEREFORFE. RE IT RESQLVED BY Thumas Counlly Board uf Curnriissiane: s herenaiier
referred to as the "Applicant”,

V. That the Desiynuted Oficiul_ SW GA Regioral Commieecn | heelnafter raterred 15 as the “Ofrclal, Is
autharized o execute and file an epplication cn behall of _Thurni cavay Yard v jaay wilh the
Geargla Repairtmert of T-ansponallon, 10 ald in the purchase of bus transll vehicles andrsor the plaaning
developmenl, and construction of bus transil-relatad facilit s pursuant to Sectian 5311 of tha Fedaral Transit
Act.

2. Thal the Officia! Is authorized 19 axecute ana file such applicallon and assurances. of any other docJmeni
requirad by tve U'.S. Decartment of Traneoortatior and the Georgia Ocpartment of Trarsporiation 2ffectuating
the purpose 27 TIIg VI cf the Thvil RIAn's Act of 1964

$ Ihattne Oriciai 1s authorized o execule and his all otner standard assurances. or any other documant
requircd by tne Ceorgia Deperiment of Transportation or ine U.S Department of Transportation in connsctor
with the apphcation tor public transportalion assistance.

4. Thattae Qfiicial is authonzed 13 execule gran! contracl agrasmants nn hahalf nf Iha Applicant wilh 1ha
Cocrgia Departrent of Trarsportstion.

Thatthc OFficial is autherized ta set fortl and execute DBE policies and procedurss in cornection with the
project's penriirament needs as applicabla.

o

R That tha applicant whila making applieaten ta nr raceiving grants from the Faderal Transit Admenistration wili
cor'iply weill FTA Cilculer 8040.1G. FTA Cealilications znd Assurances for Frderdl Assistance 2024 as listed
in this grant applieatinon and General Qperating Guidelines as lllustrated In the Georgia State Manacement
Piun
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7. Thut the zpplicat hos or will have avaliable In the General Fanc the required non-federal funds (0 mee: kocal
&hara ‘ecpiitemants far thie grant aprlicating.

APPROVEC AND ADOPTED this _25 ™ day ct _d_zgugj;h 2008

. "\/—t/f.« D
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Commissioner Vonier made a motion to ratify the purchase of diesel fuel for $4.60 per gallon from Petroleum
Products on August 18,2026. Commissioner Brown seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Commissioner Vonier announced the September 1, 2026, purchasing meeting has moved to 4:00 p.m.

Commissioner Baggett made a motion to ratify the authorization to declare surplus and sale on GovDeals online
auction. Commissioner Hickey seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Authorization Resalution
Sule of Surplus Property

v Scrvices is hereby awthotized to sals the follows
Nty prope ﬂ) on the GavDenls website®

I hamas

= lotd

|(v calls af § %7 hoae
alls ar 2 ¥ hose
1ol of 37 hose

= Lot 2
21 10l Of 57 hose

‘Ihe sude shall comnnznee on 28 Aupust 2026 and end un 99 Scprember 2026, All sales arc
cbaclute, to the aigheat bidder, with no reacive,

Any fec will be paid in full by the Buycr o GovDeuls In cenncculon with the sele of
propenty. The fee is set by GovDeols ond Thomas County huu no reaponsibility for the fee
rate All lunds shall be payahie ta the Thoanas Connty Roned oF€Cammissinners in n manner
10 be pruescribad by the Thumas Counry Finance Direstor, All funds trom such sales shall
be depuodited in the appropriste Thomot County govermmens fund.

I ubove ficmis do not sale on Goylreals webshic within the sct thne frame, the Roard of
Caon ionwes doclare the et salvage und puthurize Demick C. Osletrec to diacmomble,
Aiseard andsar reeycle the szlvaged ilems The dispasition of salvage irems shall
e cerified in writinge us prescribed by the Thomas County Clerk.

Authorized this the _J57

ay of .fﬁil/u_lf:..- 2026

man

Atoha_stman
Wy(.:nunry Clerk
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Authurization Resolution
Sale of Surplus Property

L 3 rvigey is hureby authorized to sale the followlng listcd Thomas
Courty preperty on the Cnvl)cLIK wehsite:

Lt 1- 75 Mask
25 SCBA's
30 Air cylinders

fLot 2: 28 Mask
25 SC3A's
30 Air wylindes

l.at 3: 2§ Mask
79 NOUHA'S
50 Air cyllnders

Lot 4: 2) Mask
25 SCBA's
50 Air cylinders

[ot5: 25 SCBA’s
42 Air cylinders

Tlhe sale shull commence un 26 August 2026 and end on 09 September 2026. All sales arc absclute,
to :he highest bidder, with no reserve.

Any tce will be powd mn 1l by the Ruyar fo GovlDeals in eannection with the sale of property. The
Tee is set by GovDeals and ‘Thomas County has no n.spomuhlluy for the fee rate. All finds shall
be payatlc to the Thomas County Doard of Cemmixsionars in a mannes 10 be prcsulb\.d by the
Thomas County Finance Director. All funds frem such salcs shall be depoeitud in the appropriate
Thomas Conrty governmens und

If above items do aot salc on GovDeals website within the et time fwne, the Buand of
Comimissioners declure the items rolvage end cuthorize Derricle €. Ogletree to disnnsemble,
destroy, discard and/or recycle the salvaged items. The disposition of salvage items shall be
cert:lied in writing as prescribed by the Thomas Caounty Clerk.

Authoriacd this the 3577 duy of Augus)- . 2026

A N g .
Vite Chainnan P

2k I bimian

Dﬂ#numy Clerk

With no further business, Commissioner Brown made a motion to adjourn.

motion. The motion was approved unanimously.

Adjourned: 6:21 p.m.

Commissioner Rich seconded the

*The minutes were recorded by Nisha Thurman, Purchasing Agent/Deputy Clerk in the County Clerk’s absence and
transcribed by Tracy Dukes, County Clerk*

ATTEST:

«/M\/Z‘ﬂ, /,Léx&

Vice-Chair Donnie Baggett

MNiha Shuran

Nisha Thurman, Purchasing Agent/Deputy Clerk

August 25, 2026
Page 4





